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for dinner in a silence broken only by the rumble of 
ice calving from the glacier. Thursday morning gave 
us a short hop further East to Borebukta (P15) for a 
final trek in this wilderness.

Our last sail under main, yankee and staysail was 
in sparkling sunshine and even the wind lost its chill 
as we approached Longyearbyen. 

Longyearbyen - with a population nearing 3000 
- rises from the waterfront jetties up a valley past 
a thriving commercial district of shops and bars 
towards mining accommodation now converted to 
an excellent guest-house. Everywhere is hard rock 
with little greenery other than lichen, sparse rough 
grass and the occasional flower sprouting out of the 
rock. Most pipe-work runs above ground, notably the 
hot water supply system from the power station that 
serves the whole community. Road building material 
abounded but houses were made of wood, which 
has to be imported. Mining has always been central 
to this economy and the relics of old shaft heads 
and abandoned conveyor pylons are everywhere.

Once ashore, we had time to explore so visited 
the local modern museum where we found a polar 
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Equipment and Charts
Supplies can be obtained locally but do take all specialist 
items with you.

Costs
Norway was stunningly expensive so a tin of beer in a 
supermarket cost over £3 and most other things were 
typically double UK prices. 

Svalbard 
Is not governed but rather managed by Norway under 
international agreement so there is no taxation. A bottle of 
beer costs less than the UK but purchase is strictly limited. 
We had to show our flight ticket and once a limit is reached 
the shop would sell no more. 

Charts
For Passage 
The British Admiralty 2228. From the Lofoton Isles via Bear 
Island to S. tip of Spitsbergen.
For Svalbard
Statens Kartverk Sjokartverket
Norwegian State Charts, showing much more land 
topography than our Admiralty charts
504 Fra Sorkapp til Bellsund
503 Bellsund – Forlandsrevet, Isfjorden

Weather
Grib covers this area. Downloading weather data minimises 
network access and costs: www.grib.us.

Currents
Cold and warm currents make a huge difference to  
the distribution of ice. See Admiralty Ocean Passages for 
the World

Daily Ice Forecast
retro.met.no/kyst_og_hav/iskart.html.

Flights
Norwegian Air & SAS (some BA). Prices vary a lot so 
staying longer actually cost us less.

Spitzbergen Accommodation
Hotels such as Radisson 
Guest Houses - the huge Spitzbergen Guest House (but 20 
mins walk up from town)

Using your own yacht
I helped a friend sail a yacht over from Eastbourne to 
Norway and then up the coast with the ultimate aim of 
reaching Svalbard. But difficulties abound and here  
are a few:
Getting a reasonable weather window for the passage; 
the distance in such cold seas; the cost and storage of 
Immersion Suits which are vital; different boat gas bottles 
and the ability to arm yourself. By law anyone outside 
designated habitations must carry adequate arms to  
protect themselves but it is difficult to get a gun licence  
as a non resident.
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bear! Naturally it was dead and stuffed but the 
islanders are keen to preserve their bears so there 
had to be a tale. Evidently this bear had surprised 
a trekking party and attacked them. The guide shot 
it five times to no avail. Even after his sixth and last 
bullet at a range of 3ft the bear still charged round 
before finally falling to the ground. On reflection, 
I’m relieved we didn’t encounter one.

Much more fun and highly recommended was 
our encounter with huskies on the slopes above 
the town. Our instructor (Robert) helped us choose 
and hitch up our dogs before cantering across the 
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Endless sea-ice was stunning.

snow. Once unhitched and kennelled it was time 
to feed our hard working and friendly dogs. Robert 
gave us a real insight into the difficulties of living at 
such high lattitude and his need for straw put it in 
a nutshell. It cost him 900Kr to buy and 6000Kr to 
have delivered.

We had a final day around town buying souvenirs 
including a down jacket so I’ll never be as cold again.

The focus of the trip was passage making so we 
had to motor through some flat calms which gave 
much more time to explore Spitsbergen. That was 
the real bonus of the trip. Unless you are dedicated 
to sea crossings I would strongly recommend 
joining Southern Star in Longyearbyen her summer 
base for exploring the far north. I remember little of 
the cold, grey horizon-less seas but the huge snow 
clad mountains, the towering ice walls and the 
desolate splendour of the region will last a lifetime 
in my memory.

Heading ashore for another trek in the wilderness.
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“I remember 
little of the 
cold, grey 
horizon-less 
seas”




